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COVID-19 Vaccine Update 

Iowa continues to be in Phase 1-B, Tier 1, serving First responders (eg. Fire fighters, police officers, and 

child welfare social workers) as well as PK-12 school staff, early childhood education, child care workers, 

and those over 65 years old. 

The vaccination plan for Marion County is that Marion County Public Health Department will immunize 

the “specialty populations” that are named in the various Phases and Tiers of the National and State 

plans.  It is critical for vaccine allocations to be initially focused on the critical services that assist in fully 

reopening business, schools, and the protection of those most vulnerable who must be in public to 

work.   

Each week, MCPHD will provide an update regarding where vaccine is available the next week.  It will be 

important for the public to follow the KNIA-KRLS website and news, or to check the MCPHD website at 

www.marionph.org.  MCPHD is no longer going to attempt to return all telephone calls.  It is important 

for people to check the website, listen to updates on KNIA-KRLS.  Updates are provided to the radio 

station on Mondays, so updates should be available after that. 

The week of February 1-5  was focused on serving the first responders.  This coming week, February 8-

12 will focus on Marion County school districts.  The week of February 15 will focus on PK and early 

childhood education, and child care, with licensed child care being priority.  The week of February 22 will 

be a week to finish up all of those specialty groups for those who missed their “week” in1-A Tier 1.   The 

remainder of vaccine will be allocated to the 65 year old and older group. 

MCPHD encourages our seniors, 65 years and older, to plan to get their vaccinations from the 

participating pharmacies, and other clinics as they are announced.  It is anticipated that the National 

Pharmacy Program should open this next week.  Hy Vee and Medicap pharmacies are part of this 

program.  While it is not confirmed which of the stores will have allocations of vaccine, these stores will 

be a part of the program.  Each pharmacy will advertise once they have an allocation of vaccine.  Once 

the national pharmacy program opens, that should increase slightly the amount of vaccine available to 

seniors.  The allocation to the pharmacies through this program is in addition to the public health 

vaccine allocation. 

This week (February 8-12)  is school district week.  The only non-school related clinic hosted by MCPHD 

will be held for on Thursday at Marion County Public Health Department.  This clinic is a “Boost” clinic, 

primarily for those who we have notified that it is time for their second dose.  This clinic on Thursday is 

by invitation only for those who have received their prime dose with us 28 days ago.  We encourage 

people to get their boost immunization in the same location they received their prime immunization.  If 

you are invited to come to this clinic, be sure to bring your vaccination card with you.  If you were not 

specifically invited to this clinic, you will be turned away, even if you managed to get on the schedule.  

The vaccine is planned for SECOND DOSES. 

http://www.marionph.org/


We know that people are very anxious to receive the vaccination.  Marion County Public Health will 

continue to follow the national and state plan, as we receive our orders.  The state health department 

has provided MCPHD hope that we will receive a routine amount of vaccine each week, so we are able 

to better plan.  This provides hope that a more steady plan for vaccination can be accomplished.  The 

amount of vaccine available to the state of Iowa continues to be insufficient to meet demand.  The 

amount of vaccine available in Marion County will continue to be insufficient to meet demand.  As 

quickly as the vaccine allocation to Marion County increases, MCPHD will increase the amount of 

vaccine to the community. 

For updates, please continue to follow our local media outlets, such as the KNIA-KRLS website and news.  

Updates will be on the Marion County Public Health Department website, at www.marionph.org 


